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HISTORY OF CHESHIRE, Þ 


* 


2D] HE unexpected Partiality of many Gentlemen of Cheſhire, and 
of the approving Public, to a little Piece, intitled,—«« A Sketch 
755 | of Materials for a New Hiſtory of Cheſhire,” —has influenc'd them 


ment of his numerous Materials, into an exact and regular Narrative of Hiſtory. 
Too eagerly perhaps imagining, that if a Work of this Nature cou'd be exe- 
cuted with a Spirit, and a Precifion, in the leaſt equal to thoſe partial Ideas, 


which the Sketch of its Materials has excited; the Hiſtorical Deſcription of 


this County—ſo ſingularly amn une by its peculiar Privileges might be 
render d as nationally DEITY Ss as It” friend" wou d be e curious 
and 8 e . 5 e . FO r 3 


e 


EC T — 7% 


the Circle of his Friends, the Author hag d to aſſure Me enquiring Sd ap- . 
proving Public, — that the utmoſt Exertion of his leiſure Hours; and of his (he 


fears inadequate) Abilities, ſhall be faithfully dedicated to theſe Hiſtorical Ar- 
rangements. And He ſincerely joins Iſſue with them; in his arderit Withes, 
that his Duties as a Parent, and as a Man, indulg'd him a greater Command 


of leiſure Hours to be applied to this exceedingly laborious, though not unamu- 


fing, Performance,—But as. a continual Addition of new Materials, will be 
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to expreſs their warm and ſanguine Wiſhes, that the Anonymous 
Author of this Piece wou-d perfect and compleat his Plan, by an Arrange- 
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.. Addreſs 70 che Publ G. 
continually adding, not barely to the Size, but to the Charge of this Proviocial 


Hiftory—already too alarmingly expenſive for a ſingle and a private Hand, —he 


finds Himſelf under the unpleaſing Neceſſity of ſubmitting the following 


Conſiderations to their mature and candid Reflections. Since their indul- 


gent Patronage, or their profeſs'd Indifference to theſe neceſſary Conſiderations, 
will finally determine him, either to commit his Hiſtoric Reſearches to the 


Preſs, or to the ſilent and careful Preſervation of ſome general Repoſitory of 


| Letter?. - 


Amidſt this Flux of Materi ls, it is impoſſible to form any probable, ſtill leſs 
any exatt Eſtimate, either of the Size, or of the Expence of this important Un- 
dertaking. But, with reſpect to the former, it is apprehended, that /hree 
Volumes in Folio will be barely ſufficient to compriſe the Whole of its intereſt- 
ing Particulars ; and, with reſpe& to the latter, ſome Opinion may be form'd 
of its very conſiderable Charge, from the Multiplieity of its numerous Mate- 


rials *._—Theſe Materials conſiſt of Records in Public Offices, of Manuſeripts i in 
FR" or general Repoſitorics, and of e and Engravings. 


25 The fr. rſt Article i is ſufficiently known to be particularly as; 75 5 Be 


_ cond already amounts to at leaſt 400 Volumes,—all of which muſt be com- 


pleatly perus'd, and partially tranſcrib'd. And the Tranſcripts of many of them 
will be attended with an increas'd Expence, from the Obſcurity of the Character 
in which they are written; as the Author has more than once too ſenfibly ex- 


perienc'd, that the Abilities of common Amanuenſes are by no Means equal to 


the Inveſtigation of them.—With regard to the two remaining Articles, the 


7H Drawings and Engravings ; He not only wiſhes—but certainly means—to de- 
celine all ſuch as may be merely ornamental, and to preſent the Public only with 


thoſe Engravings, which may be abſolutely neceſſary to explain and to elucidate 


the Work. — The following conciſe Aden on them will convey ſome Idea of _ 


* Wiſhes and Intentions. 


2 ® Scean Account of this Alan in a little Pamphlet entitPd—< A Sketch of Materials for a 
New Hiſtory of Cheſhize”—printed for Mr, Bathurſt, in Fleet-ſtreet, and Mr. Lawton, in Cheſter, 


1. A General Map of the County; with the Arms of all the Families, di- 


Hundred. 24 „The ancient Seals of all the Corporate Bodies, Civil and Re- 


5 ligious, ind of the ſeveral F amilies, as far back as they can be collected from 
5 authentic Evidences. Theſe already amount to nearly reg. three Hundred ; and are, 
” intended to be equally diſpos'd in alphabetical, though i in diſtin, Series. But 
8 as ſeveral Seals occur of the ſame Family, in different Periods of Time, and under 
5 different Emblems, all the Seals of each particular Family will be arranged 
5 _ chronologically.—3dly, Plans and Views of all our ancient Caſtles and Religious 
: | Houſes ; ſome of which were taken, when the Edifices exiſted i ina State of perfect 
f and entire Preſervation.—4thly, Plans and Elevations of our moſt elegantly 
A pleafing and Gothic Churches,— 5tbly, The ſumptuous Monuments, and curioufly 
ö painted Glaſs, as they exiſted in the ſeveral Churches of this County, in the Year 


1596. Theſe Drawings already exceed #200 Hundred ; and an. intended Continu- 
ation of them to the preſent Time will make a conſiderable Addition to their 
Number. 6th, The Arms and local Curioſities exiſting in moſt of our an- 
cient Halls and celebrated Manſions in the Year 1587. Which, very fortunately 


for the Public, as well as the preceding Article, were preſery'd, by the i ingenious : 


Labours of Randal Holmes. Who made a perſonal Survey, and accurate De- 


lineations of them, i in the Periods we have referr'd to. eth. Engravings of 


| thoſe Remains which may be ſtrictly and properly ſtyl'd Antiquities —Roman, 
Saxon, and Daniſh, Camps and Tumuli ; curious Veſtiges of any of theſe Na- 

tions; with Delineations of every local and ancient Relic, which may be wor- 
thy of the Notice and the Attention of Polterity: | 


' Tafluenc'd by the Conſideration of theſe numerous Materials, and of the 1 very 
conſiderable Expence which will attend the Arrangement and Publication of 
this Provincial Hiſtory and which the moſt experienc'd Judges upon this 


Subject eſtimate at four thouſand Guinea. many Cheſhire Gentlemen of diſtin- 


guiſh'd Rank, and many others, Patrons of Works of National Importance, 


have adopted, what they ſuppoſe, the probable Mode of defraying it, upon the 
general Terms of a Subſcription. But, that the Amount of this Subſcription may 
in ſome Meaſure be aſcertain'd for the Author's en they have wiſh'd 
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geſted into an alphabetical Series. 'The Number of which already exceeds ſeven | 
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C „ Addreſs 60 the Public, Gt. 


Him not to attempt the Arrangement, and till leſs the 3 of his Collec- 
tions, till Half at leaſt of the preceding Eſtimate is abſolutely collected. And 
they hope that a Depoſit of Five Guineas upon the Opening of the Subſcription, 
with a fmlar Depoſit upon the Delivery of the firſt Volume, will compleat the 
Whole of this eſtimated Expence. —The Author muſt honeſtly avow his own 
Expectations to be of a very different, and leſs ſanguine, Nature. His Anxiety 
is rather /terary, than pecuniary. He is little ſollicitous, either about the Terms, 
or the Completion of this Eſtimate, if theſe invaluable Materials cou'd be 
reſcu d from their preſent State of Obſcurity and Confuſion by any other Method. 

His ardent Wiſh is to ſee a Hiſtory of his native County, in ſome Meaſure equal 
to the happy Singularity, and to the real Importance of the Subject. And, if 
any other practicable Plan can accompliſh this ardent Wiſh, He ſhall reſign to 
abler Talents the very arduous Taſk of the Public Hiftorian ; and ſhall aſſume 
to Himſelf, with a ſuperior Pleaſure, only the ſingle Province of the very /iberal, 
and the Private Subſcriber.—If He complies with the Call of his Country, it 
is becauſe they think him more equal to the Deſign, than He conceives Him- 
ſelf. And, in Obedience to this Call, —if the efimated Fund can be rais'd in 


5 the Manner, which the Patrons of this Work ſo ſanguinely hope for—He then 


engages to perfect and compleat it, agreeable to the preceding Sketch, and to 
that conciſe Plan of it, which he now begs Leave to ſubmit to the Judgment 
of the Public.—But, if the eſtimated Fund cannot be aſcertained and col- 
lected by Lady-day 1773. then the Public may abſolutely depend upon a Re - 
turn of their ſeveral Subſcriptions, with that ſtrict. Honour and F yy to 
f which 29 are 1 entitl d. 


The P L A N of this ket Hrs 1870 RY, agreeable t to the 
| | ſeveral Heads of Arrangement. 1 | 


< The Work will naturally be introduc'd with a general and FAR 
Deſcription of the whole County. In which will be given ſome intereſting 
Accounts, of the Manners of the Inhabitants, of their Paſtimes, their Cuſtoms, 
and their Uſages ; their Particularities of Diale& and of Adages ; together . 
with the Riſe and * of the ſeveral ny the Nature of the Soil, the 


Pro- 


Aa \ Addreſs 2 15 the Public, Ge. — 


Products, the Commodities, and Manufactures.— But as he by no Meaus intends 
any regular Inveſtigation, either of the Hiſtory, of Nature, or of Art, His Account 
of theſe * Articles muſt be rather an Outline, *. a.compleat Hiſtory: | 


(2) The Deſcription of the Cuſtoms, and 7 og of the Inhabitants of this 


County, will naturally lead the Author to treat of the very fingular Privi- 
leges, and the very peculiar Juriſdictions, which they enjoy'd under their 
ancient Earls, or local Monarchs. The particular Hiſtory of each Earl from 


the remoteſt Era, and of each Monarch, will be given; his Alliances and De- 


ſcents; his Been in War, his Treaties, and his Arts of Peace. 


(3) The Hiſtory of theſe local Monarchs will inſenſibly carry us to a 


Deſcription: of the Capital of their Monarchy. Which will include an Ac- 
count, of the Form of Government, of the Juriſdictions, Liſts of Magiſtrates, 


Variety of Revolutions in, different Periods of Time; the Singularity of its 5 


Walls and of its Rows or Piazzas; together with every Thing that is curious 
and important, relative to ; the moſt ancient and the moſt en Gy: of 
Cheſter. | 11 0h 


(a) 8 he: Deſcription 4 the Capital ES the Tranſition will be alf 


to the Hiſtory of the County at large. This will be arrang'd under the ſe- 
veral Hundreds in an alphabetical Series; and the Diſpoſition of the Pariſhes 
in every Hundred will be equally alphabetical.— Under each Parith will be 
comprehended the ſeveral Townſhips or Villages, the Lordſhips, and infe- 


rior Manors ; the Etymology of their Names ;—the Poſſeſſors of them as far 
back as they can be aſcertained their Pedigrees and Deſcents their Man- 


fions and Places of Habitation with every local Circumſtance, either ancient 
or modern, which may be worthy of recording, and of tranſmitting to Poſ- 


terity. And, to render the Narrative of theſe Particulars as pleaſing, and as 


intereſting, as the Nature of theſe Subjects can poſſibly admit of, the Author 


intends to diſpoſe his Pedigrees into Genealogical Tables; and to collect all 
his Authorities of Original Charters, and other authentic Documents, either 


into an Appendix to each Hundred, or to its particular Head of Amann 


( 5) Hitherto we have omitted to treat of that Branch of our Provincial 4 
Hiſt y, which may be properly ſtyl d Antiquities. - Under this Head of 
| Arrange- 
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vi 1 . 1M Altdref to the Public, Ge. N - 
| eee enen then, will be given a regular Deduction of all our RY WR rr 
Remains from the Britiſb, Saxon, Daniſh, and Norman, Periods —Their 


Camps, Barrows, Sepulchral * Coins, Relics, Caſtles, and Reli- 
5 ** Houſes. | 


(6) The Sd 50 thee facred . will e © lead us to the . 
gious Hiſtory of this County. In which the earlieſt Period will, if poſlibly, 
be aſcertained, when it became enlighten'd with the Rays of Divine Truth 
—the firſt Foundation of its Epiſcopal Government—and the Reſtoration of 
it under Henry the eighth j—with ſome ſhort Account of its Right Reve= 
rend Prelates, and of the moſt diſtinguiſh'd of its Dignitaries.—The Diſ- 
euſſſon of theſe Subjects will carry us almoſt inſenſibly to the Hiſtory of its 
venerable Cathedral; and to a particular Deſcription of all the ſacred Edifi- 
ces, or Parochial Churches, digeſted into an alphabetical Series. This Deſ- 
crxiption will comprehend— the Saint each Church is dedicated to; the an- 
nual Wake, or Feaſt of Dedication ; the feſtal Anniverſaries, which com- 
monly paſs under the Name of Ruſh-Gatherings ; the Ara of the Build- 
ing; the Form of the Structure; the Monumental Inſcriptions; the Fe- 
neſtral and Monumental Delineations; the Liſt of Incumbents as far back 
as they can be recover'd ; the Liſt of Patrons ; ; the ſeveral charitable Dona- 
tions; the Value of, and Deductions from, the Benefice ; the Quantity of 
Glebe Li, and Particularities of Modes of Tything ; with every other 
memorable and intereſting Circumſtance, which may be ſtrietly and * 


Ecclfiftical. | 3 3 85 5 


(3) The laft FTP: ih Head of Arrangement will be the forecal Liſts of 
| chaiſe Provincial Officers, and Magiſtrates, which have always been thought 
too neceſſary an Appendage of ſuch a Work as this, to be capable of Omiſ- 
fion— The Lord Lieutenants, the Cuſtodes Rotulorum, Chief Juſtices of 
Cheſter, Chamberlains, High Sheriffs, and Repreſentatives in Parliament 
ſince our. inperſect Union with the e and Conſtitutional OY of 
this e was under Henry the e 
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Cd is 115 a Plan of hs 1 Hilary. | 1 ahi! PSS erb - 


uſt acknowledge his being perfectly ſenſible, that this Plan is intirely:difs 


ferent from that of any other Provincial Hiſtory. But He flatters Himſelf, _ 


that his Reaſons for this Difference will ſo far reconcile it to the Public Jadgs 
ment, as to make it appear rather an optionable, and an uſe eful, than an affected 


Singularity. All our Provincial Accounts hitherto publiſh d are, without Ex- _ 


ception, rather a Kind of Antiquarian Di#ionaries to be conſulted occaſionally, 
than any regular and engaging Narratives to be perus'd with Pleaſure, The 
Reader's Attention is continually interrupted by a continual Change of Sub- 
jet. And it is no Wonder, that he ſhou'd be neither enliven'd, nor enter- 


tain'd, with the Narration,—when an unpleaſing Aſſemblage of incoherent, 


and inconſiſtent, Topics, obliges even the Narrator to conſider Himſelf, ra- 


ther as a mere Compiler, than as an enterpriſing and entertaining Hiforian. 


But ſurely, in a Work of this Nature, it is not abſolutely ideal to attempt 
an Intermixture of the Uzile with the Du/ci. The Reader may be enter- 
tain d, at the ſame Time that He is iuform d. And the Writer's Genius 
may be more awaken'd, and his Abilities more exerted, to execute the Work 
with Spirit, and with Preciſion, when his whole Attention is early col- 
lected, and devoted, to one ſingle and invariable Subject. 


After 8 Apology 1 the Singularity of the Plan, the Anchen ha the 
Permiſſion of the Public—before he finally. cloſes this Addreſs to them to 


offer ſome A pology for the ſeeming Singu/arizy of the Expence of this Perfor- 


mance. He wiſhes then diffidently to remind them, that, if the propos d Sub- 


ſeription ſhou'd appear larger than is uſual, the Charge which will neceſſarily 
attend this Hiſtory—agreeable to the preceding faithful and conciſe Detail of 
it—will be as unuſually expenſive. And, though he is far from inſinuating 
any comparative Excellence between Cartes General Hiſtory of England and the 


preſent Performance, yet He wiſhes equally to remind them, that the Public 


Attention was ſo far awaken'd to this Writer's Deſcription of his very nume- 


rous Materials that they generouſly granted him their indulgent Patronage, 


not in Proportion to the Size of his intended Hiſtory, but in Proportion to 


the great Eoence, and the 3 W weh appeared e to at- 
i tend 


r Public, &. 
bend it. And He adds too, with the moſt ſenſible Pleaſure—as being a 
| Work of univerſal and moſt” ſacred Import — that the public Patronage is at 
preſent munificently extended to the learned Dr. Kennicot's Collation of the 


Hebrew Manuſcripts, not in Proportion to the Size of the . TIO oe 
to wag e tank 4 woes will n . Collation. 
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der of Subſcribers. Their Names ar | 
ee atleman, will be ptinted.— And, as Art is lung. the Life is 

E 4 5 5 5 | ſhort, every ſeparate. Head of Arrangement will be committed to hs : 
* e and delivered to the Subſcribers, as ſoon as it is finiſh 'd.—But, 


0 — den it ny r be execufed with the e Sfeater Accuracy, I He here earneſtly 5 


h e 8 and liberal Communications, agreeable to a Series of 
Gf printed ene which He intends to publiſh, and to diſperie in mT, 
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1 to honour this, e beg with their. Patronage, at Mr. Bathurſt's, 
: 5 e oppoſite St. Dunſtan's Church, F lect-ſtreet ; or at Mb, _ 


28.0 ton Fro Bookſellers in Bridge-fſtreet, Tb n bn wavy $l 


